1/12/2008	                    WHAT DID JESUS SAY ABOUT: 		          


			          Righteousness and Justification.











Text: Matthew. 5:1-6-10-12.





Introduction:





	Jesus had some very specific things to say about righteousness and justification.    His teaching has, for the most part, been perverted and twisted until it means something quite different from what the early church understood it to mean. The nature of this perversion is so degenerate that it has changed the meaning of these words so that they mean exactly the opposite of what Jesus taught. The result is that most of the religious world believes a lie and perpetuates this lie simply because it has been repeated as truth for so many years. These same people castigate those who would hold to the purity of God’s word, relegating them to the ranks of some obscure sect or calling them religious fanatics. 


	We can be thankful that God’s word does not change, the religious world has had to invent new versions of the Bible to prove their blasphemous lies, because the Bible does not support their teaching, in fact, it condemns it.


	In order to have a proper study on this subject, it must be determined what the word “righteousness” means with regard to the righteousness that Jesus spoke of for the remission of sin. Three references will serve to define the word: Romans. 5:25.---Phllipians. 3:9.---Tit.3:5. 





	Jesus pointed to John the Baptist as he that came in the way of righteousness, some accepted that way and others did not, thus representing the two different sides of this argument. Matthew. 21:28-32.  Now if John came in the way of righteousness, then we must ask what was John’s message? Matthew. 3:2.  It might help to call repentance and belief the vehicle on the road to righteousness. Righteousness is the result of repenting and believing. Man is not inherently righteous, the idea that if I repent of my sin, then I become righteous because that is all that is left, is flawed. The very plan of salvation is predicated on the fact that I am a sinner, not simply that I sin, but that my nature is prone to sin. 


Salvation presupposes the idea that I am unable to help myself, this is called depravity. Jeremiah. 17:9. If I think that because my sin is gone, then I am righteous, what about tomorrow? If I sin tomorrow do I lose my righteousness? This is where the idea comes from that you can lose your salvation. Romans. 10:3. 


	Where then does this righteousness come from? Does it come about because of the good things that I do? This is the adult version of--- “If you be a good little boy you will go to heaven.” It is also the mistake of the Pharisees who looked within themselves for their righteousness and despised those who did not act righteous as they did. Romans. 5:25. Puts righteousness in the proper perspective. Romans. 4:21-25. Shows that the righteousness that the Christian has is not his own, it is the righteousness of Christ, and I by repentance and faith become adopted into the family of God with all of the benefits of being a son. 1Corinthians. 1:30. There will come a day when the Christian will not have sin to deal with, but until that day, I have the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, and it is this that makes me acceptable to God the Father, the scripture calls being acceptable, “justification”. 


	Let’s look at what Jesus said about those who trust in their own righteousness, as compared with those who realize that they have no righteousness. Luke. 18:9-14. 





	Why is it so important to have the proper righteousness and justification? The answer is simplicity itself: If, in the judgment day, I have only the righteousness that I have got by my good deeds it will not be accepted by God! Why? Because I have not accepted the righteousness that he provided, this is the same as saying that Christ’s death is not the only way to get to heaven. I have no need of Christ’s blood, I can do it myself. Galatians. 2:16.   Hebrews. 10:29.  In that day there will come a separation, the angels will sever the just from the wicked and man will have no say in the matter. Matthew. 13:47-49.  This is why it is so important to get it right the first time, now you have a choice, there are no second chances in the grave, we are not reincarnated until we get it right as some teach. Ecclesiastes 1:1. 9:10--- Psalm. 31:17---6:5.  In short Jesus said that only the just or righteous will enter the kingdom of heaven. See how Jesus puts it in Matthew. 25:31-34.


  


Matthew. 5:6. shows that becoming righteous by the grace of God is no accident, the words, “hungering and thirsting”, as it pertains to righteousness, comes only as one desires it. There must be an active choice on your part, salvation is no accident, those who receive God’s salvation have made the choice to do so. It is also not just a determination on your part to become religious, the Pharisees were religious and Jesus condemned their religion. Salvation comes about as you determine that you are a sinner and it is not physically possible for you change this situation. It is seeing the need of having your sin forgiven and blotted out. The scripture says that the wages of sin is death, Jesus came and died to pay the price of my sin, his blood is the cleansing agent that will make me look as white as snow when I stand before God in the judgment day. In that day I will stand, having his righteousness to wear as a robe, and his justification which makes my sin as if it never was in the eyes of God. 


�





�





�





�





�PAGE  �2�














